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than the smallest, bigger than the biggest^'these are the
attributes of the supreme self. The universe appears as if
it is in existence. The real is Brahman. The universe is only
an appearance. It is a super imposition. Rama! by your
deluded mind you are taking this unreal universe which in
fact is a superimposition, to be real. You are witnessing a
duality which is the root cause of all fears and miseries.
Taramatma Himself created the entire universe out
of the five great elements and entered it. The ego in these
objects has come to be known as jeevatma or individual
self. Due to the difference in the qualities of the various
objects or upadhis difference between various individuals
is noticed. This difference is caused only by illusion or
maya and so is not real. In reality the self and the supreme
self or Jivatma and Paramatma are one and the same. On
attaining this knowledge of self, the maya disappears and
the individual self is realised as the Supreme self1.
Creation of Universe: Skanda then began to teach how
the universe was created. He said, "Just as blue colour
appears in the clear colourless sky, in untainted Brahman
appears maya. This maya has two powers. One which makes
existing objects appear as non existing is known as Avarana
Sakti or ignorance. This power hides us the vision of
Brahman, the paramount principle of entire creation. The
other power, which enables the non-existing objects appear
as real, is called Vikshepa Sakti which means illusion.
Satwa, Rajas and Tamas are the characteristics of this
illusion. They are the causes for creation, sustenance and
destruction. First ether (Akasa), from it air (Vayu) from air
fire (Agni), from it water (Appu) and from water earth
(prithvi) were created. By the interaction of these five great
elements various manifestations arose.
"Due to the influence of Satwa guna on these five
elements the five sense organs namely skin, eyes, ears,
tongue and nose were produced. Due to Rajo guna mind
(manas), intellect (Budhi), will (chitta) and ego (ahamkara)